
 

Male A 

“good experience, met some new people, thumbs up!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A senior school pupil who was initially keen to be a Clyde-sider but when the HCV programme 

was announced at school took the decision to go along and see. No previous volunteering 

experience but had assisted family in caring and had been on Adventure Scotland courses. 

Pre-Games expectations – uncertain and limited to “Probably just… meeting loads of weird 

and wonderful people” but got excited when trying on the HCV uniform for the first time. 

Games time experiences were described positively, although over the 4 shifts there were 

many quiet times. The highlight was assisting in George Square where there interaction with 

others, including Clyde-siders and OC staff.  

His initial apprehension in talking to people, and not know answers to questions disappeared 

over the shifts. In the role, he learnt that even if he did not know the answers to questions like 

‘ which bus to take to xx’, he could be helpful by pointing out the correct bus stop and how to 

find out information on the bus. Over the four days, his confidence grew – especially when he 

realised that we was helping people and others could not – “I thought the Clyde-siders would 

know directions, but they were all from London! So they didn’t really know anything about 

where things were”. As he summed up the experience “towards the end, after I’d spoken to 

loads of people it was like ‘ I can at least try to help people’. I should be able to find someone 

that can answer” 

His highlights included: 

“talked to athletes and all that. Met Billy Connolly! 3 Jamaican athletes and one from New 

Zealand” 

“Towards the end of the (second) shift, one of the head Clyde-siders came up to me and said 

right somebody gave me these earlier, they couldn’t make it to the events, and he gave me 3 

tickets for swimming and two for athletics at Hampden!” 

Post-Games reflections 

The HCVs:  “the people I was working with as well, all quite friendly and good jokes and all 

that! Helped pass the time when there weren’t many tourists about, it was good to be able to 

sit and talk to the other volunteers.” 

Myself: “I feel much more comfortable, like approaching strangers.”  

 


